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. LANTES;VILLY, JALLAS C NTY, ALAZAMA sy
Written at the requast of the pupils of the 4th,
o grade in Flantersville Fublic School, Xhis the
firast day of Jemary, 1936, an? dedicated to the
Lth, prede,

Chapter 1

Since history in its incipiency is folllerw, this 1 gend 1s largely folklore,
to be substnntiated or disputed in goming generations,. - :

Jjust as some now claim that William Shekepeere, born on the banka of ‘the .Awon
at Strafford, never did the writing; but thet it wms Lord Bacon vhe mwve to

the world the greatest work of Enrlish Literatusg:

Se anma may rima g in fwrture generations who lﬂ.m_: dﬂ!ohvur to ﬂiﬂm this
legend of Flanteraville on the banks cf Big Mulberiy m._

Yot 1t is doubkful that there will ever bs tho furore amt disputes over this
legond that have disturbed the literary world by wise acres, ovar the writings
of William and calling for facts and precf,

e

It is a fact, howover, that Flantersville, Dallas County, Alabama is located
on the banks of Blg Hulberry Creek — tho namo of this Mulberry Creek being
consldered an Indian name.

But this looks susplcious since the present spelling of ¥ulberry erds in s
"y", which does not seem very Indian end has probably has been ta-peved .
with by the white man's pon. And it formerly ended with “ee® like Ocamulgwe,

the sister ereek to the west of Plantersvills.

Howevsr, we will just pass this point up for future discussions to settle
some mmdred years hence.

Anyway, Big Mulberry Creek with its rippling waters, shining sands, and
glittering pebbles, and its broed valley clothed in its werdure.of Beech,
‘oplar, CGum, Pine, iiickory and Oaks, was to the Indisne g definitely lmown
mmting pround suprems, as can be seen by many arrow pointe both large and
small still turned up by the white man's plow. :

Chapter 2
Hore the Indians camped and mmted and fishedy and when "{ulbsrree” was

‘spoken in the Indian tongue, they lmew where to go.

The spot where Plantersville now stands geems to have been at the crossing
of the Choctaw traeil, lsading from the ¥ 6 the south to the mountains
of Horth Alabams.

Yot the uhite man's nsmes of locatioms seem to jiiliédespoiled all Indien
' Segtich dencent came ‘in

Yames, for the white se tlers of Englieh, Infales L
and gave the name "Corinth® to where ¥RsntgiiEiic new stands,

And these same intruders bestowed on #he eyiiing villages the names of




e

ingeton, “ilton, Dublin, rerryviile, Summerfield and Iine Tuckey; thus
oulitersting the Indian napes of Autauga, fulberree and Ocamilgee for the
croeks .

This 1s about 211 the folklore of the Indians, who some hundred yeers ago,
as a small remnant of brave tribes, passed ur and down ths white man's roed
from Cahabe, once the oapltol of the state, to Ihntsville, the oldest towm,
(once called Twinkenham) passed through Padntersville and sold chestnuts,
boads, baskots and moecasinsg to our grandaothers, as I have heard them tall,

But today, the only reminder of the Indians is the arrow pointa, borken
pottery in tilled fields, and a few sca‘tered ~ommds of rock on the hills
to the East and West of the velley that mark the last resting place of some
warrior or chief, =

+fy individual lmowledge of *he Indian was when as a small boy, I bought a
blov gun (made out of a cane ahout six feet lomg) and arrows made out of
rine splinters with coiton wad on the back end,

These Indalns came up from South Alabama and could hit a nickel with the
a Tow of the blow gun. But this fest was beyond me, though I thought a
lot of my blow gum and did a lot of blowing. ,

Chapter 3

And nov as we reach the vhite-man period of this legend, we must be very
techinal (this being a techinal age) and say just uvhere Plantersville is

really situated.

So here it is in Seotlon 1, Township 19, nerth of Range 11, East St,
Stephens ‘leridian, Cahaba District Fublic Land Survey U. S. A. as recordsd
in General land Office, Washington, D, C., and uhere the Kingston and
Perryville road crossed the Cahaba and Humtsville road, now lmown s State
Highvay to Clanton, and most notably the spot where ny grandfather, Thomas
Stanford Driskell, end his young wife, Emily MoGee, built their log cabin
as 2 young married couple,

The name was changed from Corinth to Plantersville because as the co ntry
was setiled, there were well-to-do aristoaratic planters, (we now call

big fﬂrlmrss living in the swrrounding neighborhood, who gathered here for
their soclal confabs, horse swapping, horse racing, Saturday trawls, stimts
and fightsy end named it Planteravills. ;

We of tho present generation take out this week-end excess energy in base—
ball, football, basketball and spoeding automobiles into telephone poles,
ditchos and opposing cars at street corners.

anyway, here stook Plantersville uvhen along came the Alabama Blue “‘ountain
and Termsssee River Rallroad which ran from Selma to Blue Mountain where

the city of Anniston now stands.

fm this railread I took my first ride on train as = baby when the family
went %o Maryland to visit relatives.

e .rode on train to Blue lountain, then took stage coach up into Tennessee
to another rallroed and across Chesapeales Bay by ste~m boat to the eastern
shore of Maryland to the towm of Salisbury,

The railroed wms finally built on to Dalton, Georgia and became the Selma,



fome an: ‘alton Railroad.

I say a short tims ago, in the railroad office at Plantersville, an old tin
holder with the name Selma, Roms end Dalton RR on ity an® I suppose it is
ati11 there, though the depot has been bullt over several times and office

chanpes made durlng the years.

The leiters on the box cars were S. R. & D. R. R, ard as we had then, as now,
somy guy to make a wise crack, who said it meant Slow, Rough and Dangerous
Rallroad.

The name of the reilrced was afterwards changed to East Temnesses, Virginia
and Georgla, and our wise cracker sald the E. T. V & G stood for Eat Turkey,
Venison and Goat. ; =

tfter a while the nane was changed to Southern Railway, as it now is.

However, Falntersville, Alabama ie still twenty milles from Selma (once
called Johnson's Landing and then oalled Hoore's Bluff) and in Dellas Cownty
although is has been at different times in Perry County, Bibb Coumty, Baker
County, and Chilton County; end seem to remain as healthy a place as ever,
regardless of what county it is in. And it has always been noted for its
schools and mmerous children, even to many sets of tuins end two sets of
triplets, the Parnell and Weaver triplets.

The county lime of Dallas rums just north of the Bapfist Church, but when
it was in Bibb Coumty, the county line wvas six miles farther south so as to
put Plantersville in Bibb County. This is vhere the line was before it vas

rut in Dallas County or Perry County.

Dallas County as you lmow, hns a lot of swemps and rivers and crceks in it
and used to have a great deal of malaria.

So vhen they were talldng about changing the county line so as to put
Plentersville in allas County, one old woman objected., She said she had
alvays heard that Dallas County was such a sickly coumty she did not want
her home.in thet coumty.

Some may not understend about Dakar County but it ¥= was what is now Chilton
Comty. They just changed the name fron Baker to Chilton Cownty.

Chapter 4

ihen I was asked to write this legend, it was surgested that I tell some-
thing ebout Indiens and first white sattlers,

Well, if I am surposed to have been acquainted with the Indians, I swrely
am expected to have been here when the first white se‘tlers came in., This
certainly would make me eligible for the old age pension., But whilé I am
the oldest native borm cltizen of the immediate locality and the oldest
child of the oldest child of the oldest child of our family, I take it that
itmmantfurmtotallvhatfﬂklmlnstolﬂm.

As to the first family nemes that appear authentically, we will have to refer
the land patents i1ssued for entry of the public land in Sectiom 1, Township 19
Xorth, Renge 11 East and we find the following lists



El of Mg} Sec. 1, T. 19 ¥, R. 11 E was
antered dotober 16, 1838, by John Mansell
and Patented October 10, 1840.

u} of XE! Sea., 1, T. 19N, R. 1IE was entered
by Robert “orris, December 19, 1834. Paténted
October 15, 1835, :

"SE} of Sec. 1, T. 19K, R, 11E was entered by
John Tillery November 26, 1832. Patented
Auﬂ'u’% 12, 1834-. :

E} of W Sec. 1, T. 19N, R, 11E vas entered
by Ferrel Gormen September 5, 1832. Patented
August 5, 1834. :

Wt of NW} Sec, 1, T, 19N, R. 11E was entered
ty James Cardin September 7, 1832. Patented
August 5, 1834.

Ef of SW} of Sec., 1, T. 19N, R. 11E was entared
by Richard Chandler September 18, 1832. Fatented -
August 5, 183%.

Wk of SW} Sec. 1, T. 19§, R. 1IE was entered by
RA.cherd Parker September 18, 1832. Patented
Al)guat 5' 1334-

The above information fuwrnished me the 24th. day of January 1936 in a letter
from the Genmeral Land Office at Washington, D. C. by a Mrs. 4. Funk,
Lssistant Co-missioner. :

Andnwtoprooeedwithum'partofthslemgend we find that the Ath.
Crade Publis School 1s in the tullding on the Ef of SWh of Sea. 1, vhich
uaslandnrigﬁmnymmadtwnichardchand]nrwhogavatothobranchm
thenorthsmaufthoschoollotthtnenmaofChauﬂm’hranch,a.ndﬂ'.
mnthiamﬂlaxﬂmﬂlpmdthatﬂ:rnishedthnwimmghohinthulrmch
fornaboyn,yearsagn,thou@enthomﬂlhaddiuppoarodmepbpwbor
the old foumdation logs end piling, when I was a smll boy. At that time
the tranch was a deep stream, but now it is all filled up with sand that
has coms by erosion from fields up stream.

The lemd on which Dallas Com:g High School stends was originally owned by
James Cardin as it is on the of N} Sec. 1, which he entered, and his home
was right about the west part of present school grounds. And I remember

that two large chestnut trees stood at the old house place when I was & small

boy .

You will find an old well right near the house Mr, Boam lives in. This, I
suppose, was }ir, James Cardin's well for his water supply. I have heard oy
mother spesk of the family of Cardins who lived here soms eighty years ago.
Andinnw-mindisapicturaofaltttlaglrlvdtharoddmn. This is so
faintthatlcannotrecalluhythmmantthglrlwitharoddrosain
thelegorﬂnwmtharuaodtotoll\dwnlmveryymmgmmepictm
1 there from somsthing she must have described.
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I remember when I was four years old, that late one evening my father and

my ucle Tom Driskell and I went up in the field just west of the High School

milding end there were wild turkeys eating peas in the pea field, and as they
flew up, ‘ncle Tom killed an old turkey hem and then went to the trees on

the north side of the fleld where Herbert forrow's land now is and killed ome

of the turkeys. Those were the first wild turkeys I had ever secen,

But to refer to the datesz of entry, 1t scems Ferrel Gorman, on the 5th. of
Septembsr, 1832, was really the first person who had layful claim to
vhere Plantersville now is, for he took possession of Ef of W} Sec. 1 and
it iz on this land the 3aptist Church now stands and is where i{% Letcher
and ‘/alter Herrod live and have the chicken ranch, and alsc grc vetch
corn, ere on the north part of this E} of M#} which extends dewn
to Oak Street that was the Perryville road. And the Driskell home and all
the stores end the depot and also the Christiam Church ere on this land that
Ferrel Gormen entered. d4nd as he vas the {irst ome, he really wvas a "Gormand".
Cut he was only two days shead of Jamea Cardin who took that right west of
him where the iHigh School snd Prasbyterian Chwrch are located as well as
the nloe homss along 5th. Avenus.

I Ao not lnow that there is any commection o” those who bear the Cardin
nams but we do have the Cardin Cafe in Plantersville at the resent tims.

It would seem that Richaxd Chandler and Richard Parker who located on
adjoining eighty acres must have been elther related or good friends, as
they both entered their lands on the 18th. day of September 1832 and had
retents 1ssuod each of them on August 5, 1834, So I take it they went
along together in ge ting their homesteads. They had to go to Cahaba to

the land office.

It wvas on the Richard Parker's lands that I built by home where Mr, Biscoe
now lives,

T+is spot whers I bullt seems once to have n the homs of old man Enoch /
- : T R
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For vhen I was quite small, here was an old well partly filled in and only
made a big dcep sink which sunk about ten feet deep that had a th€ck clump

of saszafras tushes over 1t,

This wvas a deep, cool place whore we childreb would play in summer. Like
children of today, we did not see the demger that the bottom might fall in
and down we'd go into the old well., This did not happen thougn it now
makes me feel a 1iitle creepy when I think of the risk we took.

“he reason I lmow old man Enoch Little lived here was from what two old
won said about sixty years ago. My mother was out In the garden and hesrd
these old mon talldng %o each other as they rode along the road. 4nd vhen
they got opposite the old well, me said to the other, "Do you remembar
vhen old Enoch Little lived right over thar?® So that answered a question
that had been in my mother‘'s rmind since she was a child.

So 1t 1s possible old man Little lived there and had his homs on the land
before it was entered by Richard Parker,
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The land that Jolm Tillery entered lises down east of the railroad from the
public school, and I do not think there is a single ouse on this 160 acres
today, wunless it 1s a house just back of Mr. Jim Fridays home. This land
once ouned by James H, MoGee, one of Davis lcGee's sans. :

I have detailed these lands owmers merely as a matter of history and not :
that they laid the foundation for any of the resent condition of Flantersville.

In a fev years after these dates, my great—grandfather, Davis McGee, moved
into the nedghborhood ami settled where Arch Sample now lives., And Davis
MoGlee and his five sons and four daughters with their husbands soon possessed
themselves of all the land where Plantersville now stends and all the way
from the south side of Sec. 1 at Tom Sherrer and Albert Barnes on up above
Riderville and some places at Stanton and nesr Maplesville,

- s l'
The Stage Coach stopped at Davis MoGee's home where he, at that time, lkept ) Urra
the Inn as it was called, where travelers stopped and were lodged and fed, ﬁ'”:”

knd here was headquarters for the horse drivers who cams from Tdnnesses
to sell their horses end swap and trade.

Davis KcGee was mome horse trader, himself, In fact, that was the joy of
his 1ife. “Horsoswapping”, as it was called, and would never lat an o ity
pass to trade horses even if he had to trade with his own sons, And when
he habitually chiseled them in the trade, he would tell his son, "Boy,
war”

I am just cutting your eye teeth out.”

It is a saying that "All iz fair in love and ~
the old fellowe of that day considered the smame to hald good in & horse trade.

I remember how my father who was no "judge of horse flesh® and took a men's
word for it, wes swindled out of a fine young saddle horse for
“hoee logs g1l swelled up and could not get out of the stable after we

her hcoma.

Jot only @id horse drivers coms through amd stop at the Inn kept hy Davis
McGee but there were hog drovers vho cams through driving big herds of
nogs that they would sell to the Southern Planters., Even when I was 2
small boy, I have seen hoz drovers come through Plantersville with the drove
of hogzs polking along down the rpad. It looksd to me 1ike a mighty slow
vay of traveling. But in those days &s the saying was, "They had more time
than money.”, and as Dowdel, who was Will Ward's foremnp vas

he said 1t would take a long time for hogs to get fat in Ward?®
derd said, "What's a hogs time worth?® This toc has changed. A pig now
1s supposed to welight 200 pounds at twelve montha,

But this mode of travel would not suit the resent gemeration. They can't
even let a horse trot down to market. They put him in & truck and whis
evgy end are back before dinmer. As I say, times change, .

And even after I got large enough to go to "parties" they uwsed to play a
game and cing a song in 1t,

"Hog drovers, Hog Drovers, we are

Come courting vyour daughters

so young and so falr.”

But todsy "The musio goes round end round”, they 8gy. Yes, Timss Change,



When Devie McGee settled here it ims the daye wren home gnd the plantatiomn
took cars of all the necessitiss and Iwnnries of living. He had his farn,
his grist mill, gin house, blacksmith #:op, carpentera, his loom house where
they spmn the thread on spinning wheels from the cotion in his fields and
the wool from the sheep In hie pasture, and vove it into cloth on the loom
unddyaditwithcoppemandmpleburkandindigobod; and then made the
cloth into clothes. All right at home.

Iou may not lmow about indigo. It was once an export of importance from
the Southern States. Many of you chi®2ren have never seen indigo most 1ikely.

Well, lagt cummer I came upon an old abendoned houe site out six miles cast
of Plantersville in the woodd of second growth timber, and the indigo bed
vhere they had 1t in the garden was still there and blooming blue,

Davis MoGoe's corn oribs were full of corn, his smoke house full of meat
and lard, and flow at his mill msde from the uheat in his vheat fields.

In those days nll the farmera raised their wheat and I remember atill
seeing stand in the yards of old homes the "wheat bins". These wheat bins
were a large tight box un on lags with the top or roof made so it would
turn up to the high side on hinges to the north side so the whole top
uouldatanduponodgawhenliftodandhtthomahimintohoptho
weevils out of the wheat. And also to keep the wheat fresh. Nothing was
ever stored in the wheat bin except :heat exclusively,

Iittle did the farmers of those days care for foreigh trade, except as a
market for their bales of cotton which was a surplus arop, and there was
no world competition in the coiton trades. All came from the southern
astates and just that much clear nomey. The necessities were home raised
and home grown by the slaves. These farmers knew nothing of depression
and would not have understood 1ts meaning even £f you had spelled it to
them, . '

Tields full of grouing orops, slaves to work them, horses, hogs, cotton
and timber of the forest without stint. Housepoys and house girls of
slaves at bock and call,

Zvon the children of tho slave omars had their cwn slawes, for it was
that oustom that vhen a son or daughter was ten years old, the father would
7ive the son a negro boy about his own age as his oun, end to his duaghter
a little negro girl about her age for her property, just as now they give
her a pony or dog, to accompany and serve then.

In the "World Book of History 4t says the wealth of the South consisted
in cotton, This does not scem trus., The wealth of the South consisted

in nego slaves and cotton was only a by-product that vas sold,

A men's wvealth was reockoned b- the number of slaves he owned. And those
vho owned no slaves were called "poor whits trash,” ¢

To 11lluptrate the value of a slave, I will tell of the Soi:thern planter
vho went to New York to visit a rich friend, vho was displaying his

comforts and riches,

The Southern planter told him
thousand doller candle sti
they went out to supper in
days they always cooked in
of the house that stood in

to come down South and would show him the
he ate supper Ly, UWhen the New Yorker came,

cks

the house that stoolt yard (for in those
one end of the other end
the

yard separate from the dwslling, ' And when
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tho Mew Yorker entered this “ining room, vhich wa= a room with dirt floor,
he bezan to look for the thousand dollar can’le sticks end then he saw two
14 tle negro cheps near cachk ond of the toble holding e pine torch for
lights to eat by. These were tha thousand dollar canile sticks,

Thet was the real wealth of the South and when the Civil Wer freed the slave
it wvas a ruilnad land of physically helpless cultured people.

And hed it not have beon that the negro ex~slave of that day still looksd
ts his former mester for protectiom, guidance and support, the South could
not have swvived even with gll its natwral resources.

Tt out of the ash of ruin, has sprung the South of today with new wealth
and hhppiness., And 1ts wealth now is its climate, its minerals, ‘Hriculture,
$tz timber, cattle, water power amé meny othor natiral resources. But not
in Slaves.

With Davis McUoe, herp to Plantersvills, came his son-in-law, Thomas S.
Driskell who had married the oldest daughter, Exmily. And here Thomas 3,
Driskell, as & young planter, lived in his two room log cabin just back
of ths rresent Driskell heme -hich he eftorvards built and 1s now occupied

m" Dr. ,‘mmt

i'c oponed & store where the brick store now stands in Plantersvillie and
in his store he laid the “ocundation of s successful business mmm. It was
in efter yeers he tuilt the present Drickell home ‘hat today challenges
on grandewr and beguty any "Antc-Bellum"™ home in the iand. This home he
ilt as a rich man, in which to enjoy his declining years with the frults
of hie early 1ife’s labors. Yet this home vas barely finished when the
Civil Var swept eway his slaves, his money, his fartume burned his store
arl left only thie building snd acres of land uncultiva%od and mfenced.,’
Just ashes of ruin, Thir building was spared only becauss the Yankes
officers in "Wisloms Raid® had selected 1t for headquerters end perscnal
¢ mfort end extinguished the fire that had sterted its deatruction rather

than move oud and thus seved the house.

T have heard him tell of his harpy younr-men Aeys and how he would enjoy
si-ting by the biz open fire In his two room log cabin with his yowmg wife
and mokehiucleypipaupwithmestumdtherehythep&

crack between the legs vntil meoct time. But to really understand those
deys and conditions, you will have %o close your eyes on the present day
pleture and stop up your ears fr-m the yrusent whiz and hum of cars and

trucks and yells,

There were no railroad at that time and Selma was only a landing place on
the Alabama River, ¥nowm es "Jolmson's Landing® or Moore's Eluff,

i grandfather cald he would gst on his horse once a y=ar_and ride herseback
through the country all the way to Charlaston, South arolina, to purchase
the su-rly of goods for Ms store and then ride all the way back, The goods
meahippedbyho!baromﬂthrwghthogultto“ouhmﬂupthamm
River to whers Selma now is, and then hsuled by wagon to Planteravilla.
Thennychi]drﬂnwaroutthﬂrclomnmmdm, it took longer to have
them shipped in than they now last. However, wuhen the stock of goods did
arrive, 1tmacomplmmekforatu11ym£ormnmdmn hats,
shoes, ani.taandaﬂkﬂunﬂhm,andaupp]iodthecmmbryfordjnanmmd.
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Sut when we speak of ilantersville aund the first setilars, we can not confine
ourgelves to See. 1, T. 19, i#. 11 bui mst speak of those from miles anound,
for a neighborhood in thoee days did not stop ai twc blooks awvay out extended
evon further than you could hear a dinner horn blow. 4and in those daya peorle
could hear further or at lssst thay responded tc a call far q:dcker than now,
Anything that happened for miles arownd was the concern of the commmity to
be sympathized with or righted by Individval reepomsbility. Today & man can
die naxt door and you don't lmow about it. And evil deeds are laft to
constable and police and no cumcern of the individuals of the coammmity.
Fersonal respomsbility of the imerican citizon and voter sceas Sast edhing
in our land. Just a 1i tle selfish. So within what was calling distance

of thoga, we find prominont u list cf nazes tliot must be classed with

- lantersville. TFor several miles around was called a neighborhood in those
early days of prosperoure planters who gave it the nams of Flantersville.

I was customsry in those days for cach land oumer to possess nany aocres
of land in his holdings and folt cramped and ccowded umless his back fence
was a mile or two from his back door step.

Lowever, I will mention onl:- a few of the eerly namee prominent in proxdimity
‘o Plantersville. T ese are: licGee, Triskell, Ficrson, [eeplss, Vincent
‘‘orrow, Yalker, Oden, O'Feal, Parville, Harris, Soith, Gendy, Godwin, Fulford,
Cﬂm #illing, Martin, Hitchell, Gay, lloore, Davis, Terry, Todd, Friday,
e £arnes .

Those 8 em to bs asong ecrliest settlers and not only nost productive of
woalth end olso of progeny.

Though thore are other names which mey come vmder the list, I am not ettempting
to 1ist all and leave it to research to delwe further into family trees.

Une thing that should be especially stressed in this list of early settlers
is tho fact that the names all indicate pure English, Scoteh, and Irish
doscent and one hundred per cent fimericans.

We do not find a aingls name ending in: -lini, —dolf, -izza, -—wooski,
-bogki, -noif, -berg, and not a-Von or Foloska among them all. So we claim
Li:e purest of blood propurtionately for any locality in the Unitled States.
Tide is what has mode owr psople land owners ond lone loving citizens, who
gtand for schools, churches and patriotism.

Chapter 5 - Irofesslons

4z to tho professional men of Plantersville, we will say - The Doctors as
they were called the (now called Plvai.oiams about covered the 1list of
srofesaslons. With the exception of Justico of {he Pcace and a Coumty Surveyor

if puch can be termed profeczsiom.

Dr, Thillips was the first "hysician as for as I know and his office still
stands in the g-ove mear the railroad where kis old homs stood before it

inrned some yoars ago. This offise building is the oldest building built
except a cabin nuarth of the rierscn tramnch and the Driskell home in which

I was born July 228, 1866, After Dr, Phillipe, there came Dx. larville who
Uvod at the old larville home four miles dowm the valley but had his office
in my grandfather Driskeil!s store that stood where the hrick store now staends.
Dr. Harville world ride up horse baci evory morning and hitch his old “bald
face" sorrel horse to the Walnut tree that nov stands at the railroed depot,
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And here when a small boy I w: 1d sec the cld 'orse stand all morning
switcaing his tail and gnawing on the wninut tree. Go look at this tree

ané yo: will sev old iald nearly gnawed it intoc. This tree is the last of

g row of walnut trees planted by my grandmother Driskell along a fence row .
that ran north boside the presant State liighway an’ enclosed #x a small field
where the Methodist Church grounds now are, and before the railroad was built.
ilter Ur, Harville died there seemed to be no physician around near and

whlle [Jantersville was a hedlthy locality tihose who needed medicine reverted
to the old primitive method of being their cum doctor. And looked to the
home medicine shelf on which-was a blg bottle of quinine, some blue mass

(now called calomel), a bottle of castor ofl and a bottls &f vhiskey full

of cherry bark, and a bottlo of opirita of turpentine. A4nd these with mllen
tea, jimsonm weed and hoar hound 8yrup served the purrose,

Here I will mention enother home remedy. If you bad a rising or stone
bruise on your heel, theym:ﬂdhﬁnd_g‘gmtoit To draw it
. W - elt like it was drawing your teeth out
through your leg. I experienced this when I was about oight years old, I
suffered with a stone Wwrulse and Lon Ceter, my rlayuate neighbor boy, vas
a very manish boy and made sport of my co:plalaing with a stone brulse and
said it did not emount to anyt.ing. Howuvor, after mine got woll irn a few
weeks, I heard awful whooping and crying Ly some one cozing up the road.
And I went out to see what tho mauter was. It was Lon Cater riding a Mg
ole horse he called “Selum" and on his wny home with a stome truise on
his heel. I said to Lom "you told me a stone lruise d1d not hwrt" and he
said "yes, but tho one you had was nothing like the ono I have", Here I
will incidently say, i auny of you school children ha;pen to have a stone
brvise on your heel, you will feel that it hurts even worse than Lon Cater's,

Dr. .ioseley practiced nedicine awhile and thea Dr. Sherrill from down at
Vine Hill end then Or, Mixon came in and located and rode his fox trotting
horse with ga?dla bags of medicine acroass his saddle. In those days sll
doctors rode Back and and were accompanied by their sa’dls bags full of
bottles of medicine that looked to us children like a veritable d&rug etore,
as they dish out of thc boitles calomel, quinins and ipecac on a long
pointed pocket knife, mix it, work it up, cut it into little cubes and

yut each 1littls cube In a separste pajyer nicely “olded up and then say,
"Give him one ol those every twc howrs in ecld coffes, and in the morning
glve him two tallespoons full of castor oil and he will be a1l right,"

It seemed that in those days pecople Just loved medicine 1ike it was some-
thing good to wat, Further to il1lustrate home medicine, I remember having
hoard my old Awnt Mary DuBose tell of her husband who had got back imxtzam
frou town with tho usual oupply of medicine and had opemed the bhottle of
quinine and was taking some of 1% out. 4nd sho said, "Are youm sick, Mr.
DuBose?" Ko said, "o, but we have been out of quinine a right smart

wvhile and I have just got a fresh bottle and thought I would like to teste it.®

We also bhad Dr. -ioore and Dr. ’alver practice medicine a whila. I recsll
soeing a negro come out of Dr. Palmor's office meking an awful face and
his mouth all drawn up. ASter a wiills Dr, Talmear cames out and asked me
where the negro was., 3ui hs kad gone. DJr, “elmer safd he had just given
thu negro 24 grains of quinine and wanted to see what effect it had on him,



’
J)

(e

1
—

= =N

—)

(r .. A

R

I

Rt R e Sy

|

But Dr. Mixon seems to have beem the last of the horse back saddle bag type
of doctors and was followed by Dr, Jefferies; who wore a high silk hat and
drove two horses to a buggy and wrote prescriptions that you had to take
all the way back to a drpg store to have filled after he had diagnosed the
case conjestion, pulled on his kid gloves, tipped his hat and driven avey.
SotypoadmngainDuctorsuwollminotherpaoplo. dnd this brings us
to our mresent physicians. Dr. Martin, Dr. Wallace and Dr. Piokering who
shake it up in bottles, apply ointmemnt, porus » adhesive tape, paint
it red and ride in automobiles. And with due respect we love them all for
egch in his way gots results -and the bill is Just about the same.

My father, Dr, Todd, was the first dentist though at that time

spoken of as a Tooth Doctor. And in that time of practive they 414 not
administer enesthetios but just yanked the tooth out, for they said ons
hwt was ell there would be to it. And if the patient fainted hs would hold
them over wmtil their head lowr and when they revived he would give

them a glass of vater end te them to rinse out their mouth end spit.

And that was all there was pulling a tooth, Trothache is ome of man's
greatest comforts, It feels so good when it quits hurting,

c*
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soms negno men to bring a lavge
rock and put down in the grownd at each cornmer of the land, The rock was
large enough to be in the ground and sticz up a foot or more high, I
on such occasions mde sport of
the old Irishmsn and rock cormer posts. But old man Fits =aild "Shure and
lauf 1f ye 1like but I'm doing this like it is dome in

Avld Coontryi- :gm vhince I came (meaning Ireland),

you can sec standing at the south west corner of the

lot the very stone old man Fitz put there sixty years ago and it stands
a momument to Irish determination and persistence. Had more of the

Jand done likewise as regards to the corners of

uld today be less contention over the "Land Marks of
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and had no ides I would be a swrveyor but was interested and noticed Mr.
Sample waz very deaf, as I am., ‘aybe deafness is put upon surveyors so
they cannot hear the land cwners fuss over the lines and make remarks about

the surveyor vhen the line is rmm.

While wve are thinking of the Irish, it is well to mention that the railroed
vas graded end built lergely by Irishman with picks, shovel and wheelbarrow,
I have heard the old folks tell about them and their ways. There is a
apring up the railroad still known as the Irish Spring vhere they camped

vrile grading the road.

One bunch of Irishmen camped in & house that stood wvhere Oscar Barmes® home
now is on the five ascre Fitzglbbon lot.

One instance of their customs that has been told to me is vhen they held
an Irish Wgke as was their custom. One of the Irishmen had died and on that

night they all drank wvhiskey, sang and danced around the dead mem to wake
them up.



Davo Fitzgibbon, the son of the section foreman, was my first boy chum and
nlaymate when I was about soven years old and for several years, and was
my nearest neighbor,

I myself could never get music out of anything, could not even sing, and
wl'wnIvoqul'warhinanithentryhewnu]dsay"Boy,yuuomﬂdn'ttun:a
tune with a stick". There is one other instance of Fits end his musioc I
will have to mention. Dave had a sister that uvas right pretty and George
Powall, a railracd section hand foreman, fell in lowve with her btut old man
Fitzmuldnothmtothairmmauiloubadhudmghtarup
clogel and threatened to ki1l Powell. Powsll had the old man and David
arrestedmﬂtakzanuptothedepottobewhdmﬂpxtundu'apoaoebmd
mﬁmbodymmiﬂngfor?wantommdmuﬁrmtyhm. Se
while they waited Pavid was
"Listen to the Moaoking Bird® and other tumes. The favorite tune of old man
Fitz vas "laste to the We 'ding® so he the
Hell right then Powell had gons to the house and Ixcken open a window and
heandthegirlbadjmpedmthetrdnmﬂmemﬁmirmtosmand
got married. While David was really playing the we ‘ding march for them.
I surpose I best tell how
vhen over, Everybody kis
the

As to the Justices of
the years but the first one I can remember was an old "Squire® Crosland who
lived on the hill West

pecan orchard and hy the way, Squire Crosland was the grandfather of the

late Dawve Cros of Montgomery vho was one
and especially : in Masonic Fraternities, As I remember old Squire

Cmm,hwamnmwmeahmolvpipthnMW
out and wvas rather pompous in his dignity snd assertiomns
did not imow much about the happenings in the Justiocs Court exoept that
Squire Crosland fined my Uncle Uill Driskell, who was a good sised boy,
$2.50 for shooting toward the seotion houses when he bate
out in the old field where Will Rush's house now stands, The section foreman
swore out the warrant and had him arrested and my grandfather had to pay
the fine though Will swore he was shooting straight up,

Sinoe them we have had and still have other Justices of the Peace. Whether
they give justioce or peace either, But wo do not feel that a lengthy list
is easential for they are 3onger honored by the title of Squire from the

publioc in genmeral,
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Chapter 6 -~ Amusements & Incidents

As to the amusements and entertainments for the youmg peopls in my young
days, will say there were no movies to go to and whatever entertainments
we had must be memufactured by ourselves. There were "parties® now called
socials and at these parties, refreshments and sometimes dances., But at
most of them, they were not sllowed to dance even the “Square Dance" or
"Virginia Reel" or "Twistification® and “Shoock to my Lou, my Darling®,
The present Walte and other round dances would have shocked and upset the
commmity until who ever had taken part would be virtually ostraocised,
But as I say, Times Change)



The young people for an excuse to be togother more than any other reason
would get up plays or charades (we now call it Xlwwk theetricals),
Attending the rehearsals and putting on the play wo:ld throw the young
psople together and as the saying was "treak the ice", for young people in
those days were very timid and could not get up courage to have a "regular!
date as nowadays. A date would have been so formal it would have scared
the boy away. Boys just bearly could sum up courage to ask the girl to let
him wallc home with her after the party. The proceeds in momey derived from

theaoplmwtothohmaﬁtofsohool,chmhormﬂdingthoparsmge.
But the real object was an excuse to see your girl, Some of these performances
were well a‘tended by the puhlic. There is one particularly outstaniing
in ny wind, when everybody who had not had bthe measles, caught the measles
from paking the house full of folks with the doors and windows shut tight,
for 1t vas on a cold night the performance was given. I was the herp in
the cast of characters and Lulas Lassister was the heroins, That night just
before the play began Lula said she could not take part and would not go
through with the play. They asied her what wvas the matter with her. She
said she had a pain in the neck"™. Well you see in this play I uas supposed
vas wondering if that was causing the "pain in the neck."

commmity. She at last went through with the
he had a high fever. And in about two weeks the
fifteen miles around broke out with the measles,

- the dark and they would stroll along
together, Onoe the boy and girl thought "the coast was clear® and she took

would have been with t on
one side of the chrch and the boys on the other side, reminds me of the
faot that in the carly days there were two doors to the fromt of all chmmrch
‘mildings, The women all went in through the laft hand door and the men
through the right hand door, And there was & plank partition doe the center

This partition was in the Uni
vhen I was a boy. But time changsd amd they finally tore out the partitiom,

The right hand side of the Church was called the "Amen Corner” and here sat
the old and substantial members of the church and commmity., 411 wore full
bsards of whiskers on their faces. For in those days all man of forty years
old wore a full beard. There was no such thing as the Hitler type of mustache,
Even all boys in those days wore a mustache all across their lip as soon

as they could sprout a doun on their 1lip. I do not recall a clean shaven
face on any old man ons preacher, 0ld Mr. Felts Andrews, who wms clean
shaven and wore leng white haixr combed straight back from his forehead that
came down on his neck to his coat collar. He prided himself in the fact
that he looked 1ike George Washington and he really did resembls George
Washington's pictures. By the way, Mr. Anirews, they said had been married
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five times yet without any diverce. He had lost every wife. In those days

a divorce case would wo 14 have stirred up the cormmity just about liks a
declaration of war. And a "grass vidow” as they would call her was something
‘o be guzed at. %ome of the old men, however, would shave out a hole in
their mustachs In the middle right under their noses and show a bare spot on
the upper lip. The boys sald it was for a kiss hols, but it seemed to be
used mostly to squirt tobacco julce through. :

The good sisters sat in the left hand corner with their veils on in the
vinter and a turksy wing fan in the swmer, very quistly, for in those days
a woman’s speech wes not heard in church. The msn alone being allowed

"to spesk out in meeting.” This right hand corner of tho church was callsd
the“AmenGomer“fm-}umﬂucnodhreﬂrrmuwldsitanduhmtlamch-r
wmdupandaaidaomthinfgvuyappeﬂingﬂnaemnbtnthrenumﬂduy
Amen, &men, A preacher could tell in just how much favor-he stood with his
congregation by the number of Amon recponded he- received during his sermon.
And as the Amoms in the course of his pastorate began to wesken and grow
fow he began to look around for another group of churches to serve. Some
one was tallking one day about tho "imen Corner™ and the little boy wanted to
Imow if the left hand corner was the "Awomen Corner.” There was no organ
or musical instrupent in the clnuch in those days. Some one good txrother
vas alvays delegated or usurped, to raise the hynn, and then some good

: ; : ke sl ster would follow in with
er sweet alto as another good trother would bear down heavy with his bass
and all the congregation join in. 4And with all the pipe organs and classie
rusic of today there will never be any more soul stirring repentant melody
than they made from "How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord”™ and "Bear
Me Avay on your Snowy Wings to my Immortal Home™ as it swelled and rolled
and reverberated in that Socred Place.

Chapter 7 - Modes, Fashions & Notions

I am not so young but that I can remember the days of hoop skirts, dolly
varden hats, reddinggote polinaise bustles and balmorals.

In the days of the hoop skirts & women looked 1liko a come nearly fowr feet
wvide st the floor (for the drees the floor) and tapered up to her
waist line which was Just & 1ittle below the arms an? then drew in tight
for an inordinately small wvaist. From then up she was mufflsd up wmtil
vou could see only from the throat up to her brow vhere there was a lot of
hair all over her head even if. it was false hair. So in those days when
the hoop siddrt was so wide it filled up th entire width of the door as she
entered the room and just the end of her toe stuck out sometimes bayond
the edge of her dress, you then knew she really did have feet. From this
you will know all a fellow saw of his sweetheart was the tips of her toes
a beautiful throat, 1lips, syes and forehsad. In those days, a fellow did
not go so often to see his sweethoart. Nowadays, they see them oftener and
more of them,

The ladies di2 ride horse tack a good deal in those days, but it vas on
o nide saddle so that they sat side ways with ome leg hooked through the

horns of the saidle, for a ladies ssddle had two horns to 1t and only one

stirrup on the loft side in which the dainty toe

long riding skirt that hung down about balf way to the ground when on the

horse, This riding ekirt had a wmnd the in

all the vay around of buck shot or some heavy slugs of lead lest the wind

blow the skirt up and show her legs. There nouw

In those days it was not supposible a woman had legs and it was the height
and

of impropriety to say legs. If were to
broke a leg, you should say "she injured her 1imb.” But the msn loved them

in those days just the same,
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And with all the women's apparent timidity and blushing, she said "Yes" at i
the proper time if the man had the couraze to propse and marriage wes just
as tuch in vogue. But in those days it was the law of custom tha! the man

do the proposing.

I do not wish you to think for once that the styls of dress for the girls

of *he pixtles meet= my idea for dress for the girl of this or any other
genoration. I an indeed glad our girls can step out wnhampered Ly encumbering
clothes an really enjoy the freedom of limb and body in the olean athletics
of todey with prhysique vibrant, strong and maturally developed and are no
longer "doll babdes.”

Yes, girls have come into their owm that thoy may step right up by the side
of tho boys end keoep pace and nov boys, what a rosponsibility rests upon
you that you be cloan memtally and physically. For the zirl of today is
vying with you in every act. Your language, your manners, your dissipatioms,
yours sports and business appeal o her., Thon boys, how clean you must bs.
You have no right to any indulgence your future wife cammot take part in.
The most conspiclous act of tho girl today is her smoking to which meny
hold up their hands in horror. lell if tho man smokes, why not the woman?
But the yo:ng college girls of today does nake a mighty mess of it. She
herdly flops in her seat in the train or public place before she feels it
incumbrant upon her to just fog everybody out with her cloud of smoke.

But mgybe incoming years she will loarn to be more decent about it. I
remember seeing ouwr old grandmothers &1t hy the fire place with their cap
of lace on their heads and quiently smoke a clay pipe with a long straight
cane stem, Amd there was mmktbrgx really a pgrace to the faint curl of
snoke that floated away. HNothing loud, nothing rowdy, nothing boisterous.
But we must caution as recards the pace the girl of teday is taldng in no
longer making a home but sceking a career and eliminating that high calling
"the making of a homo" and is out for fame and the dollar, Ths woman of
today can "bring in the bacon". In other wmmistimes she did toc much of
the drudgery. That in itself was bad. But her ablility now to take the
man's place is putting her where man may jJust let her “hring in the bacon."”
She is fast relieving =—sn of any responsibility. And baed it will be when
he entirely soquiesceses. Let us not lose owr homes. VYoman alone can meke
home. What a land we could have if all the boys and girls would live towards
that plcture of Annie loe and Willie CGray in thc 1ittle poem the childrem
used to recite whon I was teaching school, whore it said:

innie Lee was swinging her basket to and fro going up the hill and Willie
Gray said "May I carry your baskst if you will? And she answered with a
laugh "Ho, but you may carry half,” 4nd then in later years, "She suings
her basket to and fro" "But this is differemt from the one of yure. This
is long end deep and wide, And has roekers on the side,”

With all the inconvenience of those emormous hoop skirts there occurred

en occasion during the Civil War when it served a purpose. You lmow dwring
the Clvil War just about every man and boy from sixteen years old wae called
to serve in the Army. 4nd In those days, just as in having to go to owr last
Uar, some would do all they eouvld to keep from going. During the time of being
aalled to the World War, one fellow ate soap to meke him so thin they wo 14
not take him, And during the Civil War we had shirkers then. So one fellew
wes hiding out. But the conscript offiocers suidenly came to his house which
vas a one room house and he was in the room. Whon they came in and ssarched
the entire house they could not find him. His wife was sitting there before
the fire lmitting and they supposed she was sitting on a stool but not so,
She had made her lmsband sit down on the floor and she just sat dowm on his
head. The big hoop skirt covered him entirely up and he was left safe at
home when the officers lsft. As I was saying there are all ways of shirking
Awtr vhen patriotism calls for danger or war,



About forty years ago I was out surveydng in Ocamulgee Creek Swamp, right /_//
along by a steep hill side covered over with thick ivy bushee and one of
the men with me said, "Right up there in that hole is where Bill and Tom
lay out hid during the Civil War to keep from going to the Army." They
said 1t vas none of their war and they did not imtend to do anything about
it. These men stayed in their hiding vlace and their folks at home wo:1d
take somsthing for them to eat down to the swamp at a big hollow log and
then beat on the hollow log with a lightwood lkmot as a signal for Bf1l and
Tom to comes get their food and slip back and hide. They were called Moss
Backs for they stayed out in the woods so long people said mose had growm
to their backs like on & tres. These were two typical men who would not
fight under any consideration they saild. Yet before the War' was over,

tho Yankees came right into their neighborhood and no sconer was ths enemy
at their door than Bill and Tom loaded up their old guns with o hand full
of powder and a hand full of slugs and bullets and went to the bridge on
the creek and stood guard rrady to kill any “Yankee that came in there.”
Right here I am going to say it will be thus with any of us, When war
gets at our door any of us will fight, regardlesas of all the sissy talk of
raecifists end disarmament.

Look at Ethispia and China today. When a fellow is too big for you, you
Just got to gat a plece cut off of him. As a nation we should fully under
stand there is but one safe rula. %“Sreak soft but carry a big Stick.”

And above all things, respect the rights of those but at all times bs in
a position that others must respect your rights.

Chapter 8 - Schools

As I have already said Plantersville 4s noted for its schonols.

Though it is in t e Narth Eagt Corner of Dallas Coumty it boastas the Dallas
County High School that enrolled last year 93 students and a graduating .
class of 25, It also boasts the Flantersavills Public School that emrolled

This stand for sducation is an inhsritance of antebsllum well-to-do -lanters
handed down to their childrem , grand children and great grand children,
for nothing was too good in the minds of ocur forebares for their ty
(places like families are largely the product of their backgroumd) and while
they may have Rad to deprive themselves just as perents today are skimping
end depriving, yet their children must be educated.

In the early days there were little public monsy for schools, and the private

" purse had to supply the school of Plantersville., There were in those days

no special appwopristions made for schools. What public money there was
oame from the 16th. Section Fund. This came from the U, 8, Government,

having met aside the 16th. Section of each Towmship of land for the use of
schools in that Tounship end Range., There wms alsc Poll Tax money that went

to the school but poll tax was just about as hard to collest in those days
as 1t 18 now.

Poople today will forfeit the franchise of voting and being a qualified full
fledged citizen rather than pay poll tax that goes to the schools. I once
failed to pay my poll tax and could not vote that elaction. I never before
Xnew how little a fellow could fesl until I saw others voting and I could
take no part in it. I just was not an American Citisen that day, I felt lils,
Hmynumtieedhm:wwtodayhmlammabthawdm_mdrw
thm,theycamotvutabacausottnyhﬂanotpamt}uirpontmamdhaw
wa wiodht €a Aanan 1‘.]1911' mh.



Prof. Jermings and his wife were among the first teachers I ever heard
mentioned. There may possibly have been other teachers earlier nt theese two
cultured peopls lived at my grandfather T. S. Driskell's home and taught in
2 small school house, provided by my grandfather, that stood where the north
west corner of the Methodist Cemetery., This same school house 16 x 18 feet
vhere my mother bafore me went to school was still standing when I entered it
at eight years old for my first day in school., This same achool house was
also the first school building in which I myaelf taught school and was also
the last school house in which a one room school was taught by me before
the tuo story school building was built on the East side of the Southern
Railroad opposite the rresent.Public School Building d&nd in which two story
mlanMe College was founded and chartered under Johm L,

s0n °

The Plantersville College was eftervards merged into the Dallas County High
School. After Dr. Dodson, his wife and !fiss Essie Gladden of Oxford, 4la,
had taught succesafully until Dr. Dedson's health failed and he had to glve
up teaching. Dr. Dodson was one ofthe prominent educators of Alebame and
hnﬂtohhomditpupﬂnuhohmahemhﬂmmﬂ&mfntemdmtonf?dumtim
and Governor of the State of Alabama and Legislators. Dr. Dodson told me 54
ministers of the Gospel had been taught by him free of chargs. One of Dr,
Doson's former pupils afterwards becamc chief cowmselor of Queen Viotoria's
of Englend though born and reared in the mountains of North Alabama as an
orphan boy, And one (Dr. Abercrumbde) became president of the University

of Alabama. Today Dallas Cownty High School stands om the hill to the west
a nonument to owr fathers vho fought for owr education. It is not amiss to
mention the fact that some of ouwr text books now show the picture of this
High School, which wae among the first established by the state, as a
rerresentative of the High School System of the state. And indeed it 4s a
begutiful building hondsomely located with its 9 acres of grounds and streets
around it.

But to revert to the list of teachers in order who have taught in Plantersville.

After Prof. Jemmings came Dr, Franklin DuBose who was the father of Dr.
Goodwin of Selma snd e (a most prominent physician),
Though at that time Dr., was not a dooctor but was reading
madiocine and teaching school at the same time. And these were the days
when there was a good deal of whipping in the school room (they called it

thrashing then), <




The minute he called 10, Homsr jumped up and said “come on boys, I'm in
the holes, let's play ball."

After Dr, DuBose came D. C. B. Conley who was quite a noted teacher but could
not finance the large schools he would open with several assistant teachers.

I remember that he looked like Abe Lincoln's picture though I was only 5 yrs.
old at the time. Conly had had quite & school at "Stone Wall" as it was
named. Stone Wall was about 12 miles west of Flantersville and was an assembly
of log cabins in vhich the student lived and log school rooms. Conley came

to Pleantersville about the year 1871 and rented the Driskell home together

with several cabins back of his home and built the houses in which Dr,
Fickering now has his office and the house in which Carroll has his barbershop,
At that time elso the Masons moved the Masonic lodge from Dublin to Plantersville
and bullt a large two story building just north of the Methodist Church; and
this provided lodge room up stairs for the Masons and school class rooms
downstairs. This building, the Methodist Church building, the small school
house I mentioned end some of the rgoms in the Driskell home furnished class
rooms for Conley's large school of soms 200 pupils, He even had Military
Department and I used to watch the boys drill on the campus in front of the
church, At that time most any rmen in the commmity could put them through
drill for it was just after the Civil War and what men were still alive were
fresh returned form the Confederate Army in the Civil War, But I possibly
shouldnothmsaidCivilmrasitsemathayarenowtryingt.oohangetha
nams to "War between the States™ end it is no longer considered cultured

to say "Rebels" and "Yankees." However, as I

finance his school. His chief quality was to get
to borrow anything amybody would lend him. He was
They once had him up in church to turn him out but ‘
floor and by the time he got through talking they were ready for a "love
feast". Anyhow his discipline in his school was a fallwre. So this school
lasted only two years ani he moved away. But the destrustiom he and the 200
boys wrought on Plantersville is memorable. There was not a fence left.
They burnt it up for fire wood and there was not & plg or chicken anywhere
to be meen. Those boys shot them and ate them just like they were wild game.
My grandfather was glad to get Conley out ani get possession of his home
again even without collecting what Conley owed him. Sam Cater was ons of
Conley's assistant teachers and continued to teach a small school after
Conlsy left. It was to Sam Cater I weant the first day of my schooling. This
first one day was not only my first day but my last day with him for a

vhile though I was eight years old, He was high tempered and had dyspepia
and aross as & sore headed bear, And that ono day of his yelling vibtually
scared me cold. So I took all my boocks a d toted them home not to return.

In those days the motto was "No licking, no learning” and school conaisted
principaily in thrashing the pupdl instead of explaining the problem. No
school was considered complste with fixtures unless there was a five foot
hickory switch standing in the corner of the school room close to the teacher's
desk, They might get out of pencils or crayon for the hlackboard but not

out of switches, One teacher in Conley's school had a reputation for doing

a jood deal of thrashing. His name was Halliburton and it becams a by-word
handed down through the following school that if you were In danger of being
whipped they would say you better watoh out "you'll catch halliturton,”

After a while of staying avay from Mr. Cater's school, I was persuaded to

try it againas he was a great social friend of my father and a Sunday School
worker. In fact, he organized th: first Sunday School in Plantersville as
far as I kmow. And at that time the praachers who preached in Plantersville
opposed Sunday School work and denounced it from the pulpit. But to return
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to M, Cater and my going agnin to his school. Ye 5ot along all right even
until I got to the 4th. rultirlication table trat was always hard for me

and still seems awkvard to me. I missed multiplication lesson end lf., Cater
said "Boy, if you don't lnow yowr tahle ‘omorrow I am going to take cne of
your buttered biscuite away fron you at dinner." So that night I saiZ "Mamma,
please put me in an extra buttered biscuit in my dinner bucket in the morning."
At that time there ware no comforts to a school room. There were only a

desk or two anl some long Lenches without backs to them on which the 1ittle
fellows had to sit, and so high your feet could not reach tho floor. Some

of the benches were what thoy called pucheoms. That was = half a log that
had been split and the flat side was up up with pegs stuck.in i1t for lega.
Anc whon 1% wms cold weather. you suffered, for vhile thcre was a Mg Tire
place in one ond of the school room, the cracks in the floor vhere cold air
could come in were so wide open that if you dropped your pencil it wo''1d fall
throuch and you would have to crawl under the school to get it. 4nd helf the
time the wood for the fire place was gscarce o~ even out and we had to oo pick
ur thrash for the fire, When 1t wag very cold the teacher wo:14 place a long
bench before the fire and allow you to go sit on it and warm. The bench

was very long but the middle of t'e bench was right in front of the fire

and the rest of the puplls string along on the bench out each way toward the
end of the bsnch and In the cold. If the boy in the middle had to.go to

the class or leave his seat on this bench those on each side would olose up
the gap and vhen he came back he woild have to go out to one end of the
bench end bide his time to get back in front of the fire when others got

out. They salled it "shove up" and sometimes the fire was so hot and those
on oach side were squeezing in so tight, about like sardines in n bax,

that a boy oould not stay long in the middle of thesbench., One oold day

one little fellow was too hot btut did not want to go to the ond of the

bench and began complaining. The teacher said, "What is the matter, Willie?™
And he sald, "They are scrouding me." :

The 11st of books for a beginnor was a Blue Bsok Speller and s thumb papsr.
The thumb peper was for you to put between jour thumb an2 the page in the
book to keep from wearing out the lower corner of the book as you sat on that
high bench and held the book in front of your face. You were supvosed to

be constantly studying In the bock and dare not let the teacher catch you
looking off the bock. You could taks any pupils book and look at it and tell

out by his thueb at the lower corner of his book. Those were the days of
slate and slate pemcils. Such a thing as pencil and ped as they now have
waos unknown. My slate and alste penoil worked every problen in my schooling
even in collsge through survey and calculus. The pencils and peds for
children nowadays cost more than my entire tuitiom tirs:gh achool and
collsge. Is it poseible that more ;ves on the pad them into the pu:il'a
hoad? After Mr, Cater taught a while and a# the expression was "Just about
mun it in the ground™ education end schools were a low ebb and I was then
abcut 10 yoars old and had gone to school in all about five months. So my
father thought it was about time something should be dome about it, And
dlong came a young preacher by the name of Henoll from up in Virginia who
vae selling books (colporteur thoy called it), Father hired him and boardsd
him to go down to the emall school houss I have mentioned and teach school
if any children would come. At that tims children were indeed scarce

around "lantersville but by going up the road two miles end down the rocd
four miles to the Harville place for the Harville boys Seab and Chat, they
ecraped up t'm pupils and I and my sister Kate go*t to go to school five
months, !Mr. Hencll was a pretty good teacher and was friendly with the
boys and took part in play on the play grounds. The were all small
excspt cne by the name of Tom Dickersom who came
neighborhood and was far cnough advanced to study algebra. It was with great
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admiretion that we boys would see him po around to the balckboard and sae
him write b equals x. r. Joncil introduced "Shinzy" as ow chief game

on the scheol grownds, (This "shinny™ bore ne relstion to present liquid
56 renorally spoken of now) The game whan played on fco is called Hockey.
Dt we called it shinny for in driving the ball elong on the sround doward
your goel if you were cn the of £ side the other follow would hollow "Shinny™
an your own side” and crack you on the shin with tho crooked stick used for
driving the btall, ms pgrod feature of tha gamo was that all =-uld iale partd
in it for th2 small boys could run about as fast as the bigrer caes ard wore
just s expert in driving the ball towmrd their goel lines.

ilter Mry Henclil clased his school, our next teachor wms oz Mamis

Ethridga. Mr. fdram Lacerister had moved Iron down negr Caheba ard bought

the lands vhere Grady Hervod now lives. Mles Mamie vas a daughter of ome

of s friends ané @s there was no school in Flantersville Mr. Laccister

h&dhortocomapmﬂopennsmﬂaﬂhnolinnlogcabinatthafootof

tha hill beyond Mr. Charlie Levine' home, I went to school to her for two

~onths. Wies Mame was = sweot 1ittle womsn bul, she had the el ortume

+e have small pox and her face was deeply pitted. ifter Miss Mamde Ethridge

, 1ies Pat Hupgine from up near Ashby came and taught = fov of us children

about three months., I remember she had an encyclopedia for roference and

| 3+ yns the £irst ome I had ever heard of. Miss Iottie Burns then taught

1 in the sams small school house. It was dvring her school they vaccinated

' me and the rest of t'e children for sumall pox., It was while coing to school

| 1l o Migs Lottle we children veded across Milterry Cresk to get muclkloterries

e and Viola MoOes, a bdg girl, dropned her shoe and it floated off down the
arcek and sunk mo she had to borrow one of my grandnothera shoas to pet

e homs, After Miss Lottie, came “Hss Sallic Gandy and taught two short schools.

l—l Tt wvas under her I really learned what it meant to study amnd to her I owe

b the fact that my school work on through college met with €air success. She

e put me through Coleturns Mental Arithmotic without slate or pencil., After

l Mias Selly then Miss Susie Robertsé of Moblle came and taught e few months
Vise Susie vas a nioce refined young lady but could mot do such with vs

uncouth boys who were getting up some aise end I will acknowlsdge we lead
her a misewable time. She wore bsautiful shoes but as is sometimes with

\ /! yomglndiosthsymjmttootightaulthammonhm'toosmojust

W/ too tender. If one of us barefoot boye happensd (I say happened) to stub

Y the side om ber foot with our big toe, she would slmost feint. But with

|

211 thet, still I did some good work im her gchool that put me along. I
Jesrned to do my own studying, Miss Jenie Pouncey from Carlowvills, Ala,
then came and taught two schools in Plantersville. She was & pretty 11 ile
hrmette and wore a curl of heir and a refined young lady. Somo one was
tallking about a passage jn the Bible but could not tuwrn to it. She sald
wnlt a minuke till she pot her Bihle and she could find it. Peopls used to
road their Bibles more than now anyvay. Speaking of the Dible reminds me
of vhat old Semator Pettus of Selma, who was & A9'er ssid about the Bible.
A 49%er a8 cne who had gone West in 1849 im the gold rush to Galifornis.
Sen. Pottusmayomghmin%habnatthattimhutmmckadup

and rode horse back te Califormia. He rode with the Bible in one end of
his saddle bage and a copy of Shakespesre in the other and- said no finer
13brary has since been brought in.

Prof. Waugh, a young man but poor teacher, took charge of the school after
Migs Janle hsd taught two short schonls.

Thc;: afore men:ioned echools were quite smmll there being just from 5 to 12
pipdls and wy father just about paying the entire =alary of the teacher



B
|

| SRR

and also ddving ther: hoard at home. Put ha said he orroected to educate his
childron if he Aid nothing else, iiis Tather had given a rrofeasion to each
of “is sons. Atout this time which was 1881, Welsh Mros. built a saw mill
weere lderville 1~ spd this brought in n mmber of children and the ~“olshes
¥0 had thus moved in, took interest in the school snd orployed J. J. ¥illiams
of Zalms to opam ur a Sairly floo? school of zome 30 o- 42 mupdls which he

and his daughter Jenny taught. Frof. Williams was o £ine school teacher vhen

_ober, but whiskey vme his ruin an? ruined his sckool, After Mrof, 1{1liams

had rade a flalwre M, Saxson of Leoacharcka taught twc preatty [oof acheols,
ITof. Sexson took charge of the school and trought with him 3 daughters,

the oldest guite youmg for a teacsher and other tuo dauchters csre as studenmts.
i"dle Prof, Saxson tnok charge of the mchool these three davrhters took

charge of the hearts of all the hoys in the commmity who were big enpugh

Lo 2ot up and take notice. Miss Cenie Saeeon, th= aldest caughter who

taught rusic and sang "Wait £11 the clouds roll by Joony" and "My Bonnfe Blus
Zyed Zooteh Lassis Gene" was the most expert in heart crushing, *ss Genfe's
at "gir wvould last about three wesks with one boy. As they said she would take
him up high end then lat him érop emd rope in a other bay. Thirs not mmly caused
n lot of heart aches and vows by some toys never again to Jove another wouman
hut if. also cansed & lot of fist fights and bloody noess fxr boys who had onoe
beon chums and evon betwoon hrothers. Sti1l the school was a Talr suascess for

n while,

About this time wes the beginming of advertising sisns beinr put up along the
roads, nalled to posts mand trees, Before this It wves small sims on stare walls,
Iromirent wus one esign with a small helf moon on 1t and said "Harter Limg Belm®
and I ouet hand £t to it for it was gnod cough medicine. Ths wew aigns nsiled
up that I have reference to wvas e bosrd with S, S, S, on it an? asked Yy sone
vhat 1t oeant the wise orackers said Sacesons= Singing Schael,

Then lMr. Lum Duke of Chambers County, who is now Juige Lum Duke, After Mr,

Lum, people persuaded me to teach. So I had a smll school ms mumbsre went

but my grades were mumerous. I had abort 10 mipils all the way from some
learning their ABC'S to some in algebra and Latin and one readinc Greek,.

“is8 Bessis Lassiter then taught a short tims v 1le after which the schools of
Flantersville went entirely dead for a year or so. My sister Kate Todd then
taught. Then I declded I w-uld undertakc to restars ths schosls in Flantersville
and opensd up with 15 nerils in the small schnol house and taught for about

=iy months This wes about 1294. . Then ths weonle in Tlantersville deocided

th=y roelly vanted a school in Plantersville,

So #r, Joe Fulford, Mr. Johmn Martin, Geo. Yalier, B411 ualker, Yailey *11ls,
firam Lassiter, Jim Laszsiter, Dr. Todd and soms others rot together to mild
tho schenl house ihat stood east of the Sovthern Railrosd opmosite the rresant

- Fublie “chool. And that summer I rode sround snd dromed up enough uplls

vntil we had 70 apd Misr John Wilkerson 23 assisteht teacher and my sister
Sally Todd, an? school scemed to be flowrishing once again, Pecple bogen
coming to Fla:lersville to live for bensfit of school. At thisn time the

tha gchool hed reached such wwroporticms soms thousht it needed soms other than
hone talent tc rm it so they elected Prof. Weysinger to talm chargs and he taught
one: year and the next teacher was a Mr. Jones wvho also ran the school into the
ground.again and in closing he addressed the avdience that came to the closing
exerciges by saying "tils ends the school end sone of vou are stiil owing
tudtion:and T would 1ike for you to come forward snd vay me." As it happensd
after this Dr. Jolm L. Jodson, who had been head of the Oxford College at
Oxford, Ala., where I had graduated wrote me a letter to kmow if thers uas an
opsning to tuild up a good school. and I thet same dey had rmiled him a latter
asking: him to come down and build up a school here, The lettars passed each
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other in the mall, thoughhemdlhadmmbnfmuritmnchoﬂurorkmvv
the othor was thinidng of & echool In Plantersville.

Mr. John Plckering, Mr. John Walker, Wilber Morrow and some others had moved

to Plantersville by this time and their elforts threw new strength in school.
John Darnes at this time a merchant was an ardert supporter of schools, he
himself having been a school teacher. . Sanders the section foremsn guve
strong surport, so with the others 1 have rentioned gave strong support and

the reel foundation for the present system of schools was laid in Plantersville.

I have not mentioned W heade fanilies smong them weres Dow Walkewr,
Jim Mitchell, Dick Il , Wylie letcher, Hi lassigter, anar-Bnm::& Morgsn
others

Campbell, Arch Sample, Dr, Martin, E4 T and your mmble servent
 donot intentionally Ioave oute Iﬁ_g%u thelr strength to Ur. Jobm L,
Dodson 3n faunding Plantersville Collego, vhich wes a chartercd collsgs,

ond finally obtaining the Dallas County High School which absorbed tha
Ilantorsviile Collgge and following this movc, we have slso the Plantorsville
Fublie School of todsy with 1ts bsautiful b . spacious gmpunds, numerous
pupils smd sswellent teachers.

An now before mentioming the list of more recent tezchers, dus credit for school
vork of past 20 yesrs ghould be given Prof. J. A. Lee, who tought sc long end
well end is now County Superintendent of Fdueation for Dallas Cowmdby.

Muchufnwti.mforpnstzﬂyemhaabaenwﬁ-om?lmtomﬂllesoIm

auhd.tthelhtofhachmutheyhawboengimtomfromthem
and 4¢ this logend were coqahtemdateyomgarmnsthnnmimmtwrito
the eddenda.

The following 1int of teachars froa Dallas County High Schools
1935-36

Principal, E. A, Thomas

Coach, W. li. Shepherd

English, Mrs. J. Pe '
Home Economics, !dss Patty Kroell

1934-35
¥, Je meﬁgt
D, X, Bras o S
Viss H4lda Nooman i ?@c@ ;Z}u.dm}
Miss Elimabeth Dinkins :
Mrs, R, L. Partin

1932--33

T, Go Vaughan

Je We Farmer

Mizs Milds Horman

~r4ga }ina Belle Hamilton
- #1ss Elisabeth Dinkins

193132
e Bs. vﬂuchsm
Jds 'de. TArmOr
Mre, Willism Morrison
. Mipg ¥ina Belle llamilton

P G. Vaughan
7 T e FarmeYy
}ﬁ:-s. }l!lliam Morrison

— On AwmA

1930-31
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1929-30

T. G. Vaughen

J. W, FParmer

g, iilliem Morrison

Migs i4ins Belle Familton
1928.29

T. G. Veughan

J. ¥ Farmer

Miss Habel Paiton

4as 4na Bells Hamilton
192728

T. G. Vaughan

R. A, Nuanelly d .

Misg Clifford Baker :

141ss HMina Belle Hamilton

1926-27 : =

J. Se. Christsberg

R, 4, Funnelly

Mins Ora Anderson

Miss Mina Belle Hamlliton
192526

J. S. Chritaberg

R, &, Funnelly

Miss Glen Avis Rice 7%498,06,@ W

The others given are frou mMeROTyYL

&,

J- L. &taa’ Prm‘
X, Je L. Moulder
Mr. Jo Lo Bates
Mr, Snngga

" Miss Selma Almon

M¥iss Loulse Stephenson

Mr., hurst

Miss Grace Shields

Mr. Centry

ifiss Edna Le: therwood 3

Miss Agnos Tutviler

%, J. L. doulder, Prin,

ifise Julia Fortis 2

Mr. Hood

iiiss Bemmett Stewart There were 93 emrclled in High School 4n

i4ss Maria loseley year 1935. There werc 25 graduntes.
e i, M. Monrow

M- We C. Shpw

Hfgh:Cecil Chilion

¥iss lary Grogan

rdsa~Joln Witherspoon

l‘ﬁ'._"::. ve m‘ﬂy’, ?.rln.

Tho following is a 1ist of teachers for Plantersville Fublic Schools

. J. 4. loe M 9s Florence Adair Miss Martha Munro

Mra. Witherspoon Mrs. Stella Kahoy Martin Miss Dickinson

¥igs Sedie-Piclmring ins Leila Green idss Gladys locore

irs, dlma Molette Hay }Miss Dees Miss Elsie Schrter
Mrs, fmmie 5, iersen Miss Snoddy fdss Ines Cox

Mies Luoy Hanlin Miss lerguerite Fitts Mr, S, C. Reeves

i, fuos Sellers #iss Eunice Ward frs. Eliss Young Terry
Miss Peggy Glover Miss Evelyn Moulder Mrs, Mahaffey

Miss Martha Young ., J. Go Alexander
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The prosont fhcultys ‘ od
! Mr. S. W. Hixon i Vi =
, Mra, W, 4. Fiday This woa h‘jW
e 3ok B3 . U =
Miss Ruth Pickezing |
Miss M, E, Hardy _J

We enrolled 109 last year. - 7

Aaacloaingaodonmhoolmdadnwum, it is not amiss to stress the faet
t-h,..tedmationi.s‘nbjmwtothink. Hhatcmahoyuun?yaetlnsohonl

is only ¥
it, I belfewe) pui: If you coms out of school without the power to think,
your book learning is gynudrt.- “ell there is io edmtlmisnoughtunlus
you can £it in ‘3' on_ epeut planoflife.

xd mBuIl"n root" 'hutth.ym
u Ao 7% have the essential qualities
Shook Zearning”, Many a good plow
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